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Wealth And Poverty Of Nations Princeton
University Press
A bold new history showing that the fear of
Communism was a major factor in the
outbreak of World War II The Spectre of
War looks at a subject we thought we
knew—the roots of the Second World
War—and upends our assumptions with a
masterful new interpretation. Looking

beyond traditional explanations based on
diplomatic failures or military might,
Jonathan Haslam explores the neglected
thread connecting them all: the fear of
Communism prevalent across continents
during the interwar period. Marshalling an
array of archival sources, including records
from the Communist International, Haslam
transforms our understanding of the deep-
seated origins of World War II, its conflicts,
and its legacy. Haslam offers a panoramic
view of Europe and northeast Asia during
the 1920s and 1930s, connecting
fascism’s emergence with the impact of

the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. World War
I had economically destabilized many
nations, and the threat of Communist
revolt loomed large in the ensuing social
unrest. As Moscow supported Communist
efforts in France, Spain, China, and
beyond, opponents such as the British
feared for the stability of their global
empire, and viewed fascism as the only
force standing between them and the
Communist overthrow of the existing
order. The appeasement and political
misreading of Nazi Germany and fascist
Italy that followed held back the spectre of
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rebellion—only to usher in the later advent
of war. Illuminating ideological differences
in the decades before World War II, and
the continuous role of pre- and postwar
Communism, The Spectre of War provides
unprecedented context for one of the most
momentous calamities of the twentieth
century.
The World That Trade Created Oxford
University Press
‘The Long Road to the Industrial
Revolution’ offers a new explanation of the
origins of the industrial revolution in
Western Europe by placing development in
Europe within a global perspective. It
focuses on its specific institutional and
demographic development since the late
Middle Ages, and on the important role
played by human capital formation
How Asia Works Princeton University Press
Essay from the year 2013 in the subject
Politics - Topic: Globalization, Political
Economics, grade: 1,0, Indiana University
(Department of Political Science), course:
Politics of International Development,
language: English, abstract: “Great
Divergence” is the term used to describe
the economical asymmetry that happened
between the West and other parts of the

world. To explain the process of the Great
Divergence, a two-step analysis is
necessary: Why was Britain in the position
to industrialize and why could the other
parts of the world not follow the quest of
Industrialization, which led ultimately to
the Great Divergence? The Industrial
Revolution in Britain and its diffusion to
Western Europe was the single most
important event for the Great Divergence
to happen. Britain had unique geopolitical
contingencies on its side and was able to
pull of the Industrialization due to the
functionality of its centralized state and its
achieved dominance in international trade.
Other parts of the world, namely India and
China, did not industrialize because they
lacked the incentives Britain had and, in
addition to that, they were also held back
by dynamics of colonialism or internal
struggles. The paper is structured in the
following way: After a brief prologue and a
look at a contested issue in the field (2.),
the explanation will start out with
processes and developments that were
necessary in leading to the Industrial
Revolution and Great Divergence (2.1).
The next step is reserved for an in-depth
analysis of the Industrial Revolution in

Britain contrasted with a look at reasons
for a lack of such an event in India and
China (2.2). By looking at the diffusion of
Industrialization in the West and factors
that prevented any sort of that in the East
(2.3), an understanding of the Great
Divergence will be provided and ultimately
finalized and comprehensively
summarized in the conclusion (3.).
Before and Beyond Divergence Rowman &
Littlefield
A Companion to Chinese History presents
a collection of essays offering a
comprehensive overview of the latest
intellectual developments in the study of
China’s history from the ancient past up
until the present day. Covers the major
trends in the study of Chinese history from
antiquity to the present day Considers the
latest scholarship of historians working in
China and around the world Explores a
variety of long-range questions and
themes which serves to bridge the
conventional divide between China’s
traditional and modern eras Addresses
China’s connections with other nations and
regions and enables non-specialists to
make comparisons with their own fields
Features discussion of traditional topics
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and chronological approaches as well as
newer themes such as Chinese history in
relation to sexuality, national identity, and
the environment
Promised Lands Palgrave Macmillan
This text offers an accessible guide to the
ways in which our growing knowledge of
development in early-modern and
modernising Japan can throw light on the
paths that industrialisation was eventually
to take across the globe. It has long been
taken as read that the industrial revolution
was the product of some form of
‘European superiority’ dating back to at
least early-modern times. In The Great
Divergence, Kenneth Pomeranz challenged
this assumption on the basis of his
evidence that parts of eighteenth-century
China were as well placed as northern
Europe to achieve sustained economic
growth, thus igniting what has been called
‘the single most important debate in
recent global history’. Japan, as the only
non-Western country to experience
significant industrialisation before the
Second World War, ought to provide
crucial – and intriguing – evidence in the
debate, but analysis of the Japanese case
in such a context has remained limited.

This work suggests ways of re-interpreting
Japanese economic history in the light of
the debate, so arguing that global
historians and scholars of Japan have in
fact much to say to each other within the
comparative framework that the Great
Divergence provides.
The Spectre of War Bloomsbury
Publishing
Develops a fresh non-Eurocentric analysis
of the rise and development of the global
economy in the last half-millennium.
State, Economy and the Great
Divergence Bloomsbury Publishing
The Rise of the West, winner of the
National Book Award for history in 1964, is
famous for its ambitious scope and
intellectual rigor. In it, McNeill challenges
the Spengler-Toynbee view that a number
of separate civilizations pursued
essentially independent careers, and
argues instead that human cultures
interacted at every stage of their history.
The author suggests that from the
Neolithic beginnings of grain agriculture to
the present major social changes in all
parts of the world were triggered by new
or newly important foreign stimuli, and he
presents a persuasive narrative of world

history to support this claim. In a
retrospective essay titled "The Rise of the
West after Twenty-five Years," McNeill
shows how his book was shaped by the
time and place in which it was written
(1954-63). He discusses how
historiography subsequently developed
and suggests how his portrait of the
world's past in The Rise of the West should
be revised to reflect these changes. "This
is not only the most learned and the most
intelligent, it is also the most stimulating
and fascinating book that has ever set out
to recount and explain the whole history of
mankind. . . . To read it is a great
experience. It leaves echoes to
reverberate, and seeds to germinate in the
mind."—H. R. Trevor-Roper, New York
Times Book Review
The European Miracle Harvard University
Press
A first look at gunpowder's revolutionary
impact on China's role in global history
The Chinese invented gunpowder and
began exploring its military uses as early
as the 900s, four centuries before the
technology passed to the West. But by the
early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind
the West in gunpowder warfare that it was
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easily defeated by Britain in the Opium
War of 1839–42. What happened? In The
Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers a
compelling new answer, opening a fresh
perspective on a key question of world
history: why did the countries of western
Europe surge to global importance starting
in the 1500s while China slipped behind?
Historians have long argued that
gunpowder weapons helped Europeans
establish global hegemony. Yet the
inhabitants of what is today China not only
invented guns and bombs but also, as
Andrade shows, continued to innovate in
gunpowder technology through the early
1700s—much longer than previously
thought. Why, then, did China become so
vulnerable? Andrade argues that one
significant reason is that it was out of
practice fighting wars, having enjoyed
nearly a century of relative peace, since
1760. Indeed, he demonstrates that
China—like Europe—was a powerful
military innovator, particularly during
times of great warfare, such as the violent
century starting after the Opium War,
when the Chinese once again quickly
modernized their forces. Today, China is
simply returning to its old position as one

of the world's great military powers. By
showing that China’s military dynamism
was deeper, longer lasting, and more
quickly recovered than previously
understood, The Gunpowder Age
challenges long-standing explanations of
the so-called Great Divergence between
the West and Asia.
China Transformed Princeton University
Press
This open access book considers a pivotal
era in Chinese history from a global
perspective. This book’s insight into
Chinese and international history offers
timely and challenging perspectives on
initiatives like “Chinese characteristics”,
“The New Silk Road” and “One Belt, One
Road” in broad historical context. Global
History with Chinese Characteristics
analyses the feeble state capacity of Qing
China questioning the so-called “High
Qing” (shèng qīng 盛清) era’s economic
prosperity as the political system was set
into a “power paradox” or “supremacy
dilemma”. This is a new thesis introduced
by the author demonstrating that
interventionist states entail weak
governance. Macao and Marseille as a new
case study aims to compare

Mediterranean and South China markets to
provide new insights into both modern
eras’ rising trade networks, non-official
institutions and interventionist impulses of
autocratic states such as China’s Qing and
Spain’s Bourbon empires.
The Gunpowder Age John Wiley & Sons
The life and politics of an American Jewish
activist who preached radical and violent
means to Jewish survival Meir Kahane
came of age amid the radical politics of
the counterculture, becoming a militant
voice of protest against Jewish liberalism.
Kahane founded the Jewish Defense
League in 1968, declaring that Jews must
protect themselves by any means
necessary. He immigrated to Israel in
1971, where he founded KACH, an
ultranationalist and racist political party.
He would die by assassination in 1990.
Shaul Magid provides an in-depth look at
this controversial figure, showing how the
postwar American experience shaped his
life and political thought. Magid sheds new
light on Kahane’s radical political views,
his critique of liberalism, and his use of the
“grammar of race” as a tool to promote
Jewish pride. He discusses Kahane’s theory
of violence as a mechanism to assure
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Jewish safety, and traces how his Zionism
evolved from a fervent support of Israel to
a belief that the Zionist project had failed.
Magid examines how tradition and
classical Jewish texts profoundly
influenced Kahane’s thought later in life,
and argues that Kahane’s enduring legacy
lies not in his Israeli career but in the
challenge he posed to the liberalism and
assimilatory project of the postwar
American Jewish establishment. This
incisive book shows how Kahane was a
quintessentially American figure, one who
adopted the radicalism of the militant Left
as a tenet of Jewish survival.
Japan and the Great Divergence
Cambridge University Press
Why most modern revolutions have ended
in bloodshed and failure--and what lessons
they hold for today's world of growing
extremism. Why have so many of the
iconic revolutions of modern times ended
in bloody tragedies? And what lessons can
be drawn from these failures today, in a
world where political extremism is on the
rise and rational reform based on
moderation and compromise often seems
impossible to achieve? In YOU SAY YOU
WANT A REVOLUTION?, Daniel Chirot

examines a wide range of right- and left-
wing revolutions around the world--from
the late eighteenth century to today--to
provide important new answers to these
critical questions. A powerful account of
the unintended consequences of
revolutionary change, YOU SAY YOU WANT
A REVOLUTION? is filled with critically
important lessons for today's liberal
democracies struggling with new forms of
extremism."--Back cover
The Long Divergence Bloomsbury
Publishing USA
A major history of the British Empire’s
early involvement in the Middle East
Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798
showed how vulnerable India was to attack
by France and Russia. It forced the British
Empire to try to secure the two routes that
a European might use to reach the
subcontinent—through Egypt and the Red
Sea, and through Baghdad and the Persian
Gulf. Promised Lands is a panoramic
history of this vibrant and explosive age.
Charting the development of Britain’s
political interest in the Middle East from
the Napoleonic Wars to the Crimean War
in the 1850s, Jonathan Parry examines the
various strategies employed by British and

Indian officials, describing how they
sought influence with local Arabs,
Mamluks, Kurds, Christians, and Jews. He
tells a story of commercial and naval
power—boosted by the arrival of
steamships in the 1830s—and discusses
how classical and biblical history fed into
British visions of what these lands might
become. The region was subject to the
Ottoman Empire, yet the sultan’s grip on it
appeared weak. Should Ottoman claims to
sovereignty be recognised and exploited,
or ignored and opposed? Could the
Sultan’s government be made to support
British objectives, or would it always
favour France or Russia? Promised Lands
shows how what started as a geopolitical
contest became a drama about diplomatic
competition, religion, race, and the
unforeseen consequences of history.
The Promise and Peril of Credit Cambridge
University Press
States of Credit provides the first
comprehensive look at the joint
development of representative assemblies
and public borrowing in Europe during the
medieval and early modern eras. In this
pioneering book, David Stasavage argues
that unique advances in political
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representation allowed certain European
states to gain early and advantageous
access to credit, but the emergence of an
active form of political representation itself
depended on two underlying factors:
compact geography and a strong
mercantile presence. Stasavage shows
that active representative assemblies
were more likely to be sustained in
geographically small polities. These
assemblies, dominated by mercantile
groups that lent to governments, were in
turn more likely to preserve access to
credit. Given these conditions, smaller
European city-states, such as Genoa and
Cologne, had an advantage over larger
territorial states, including France and
Castile, because mercantile elites
structured political institutions in order to
effectively monitor public credit. While
creditor oversight of public funds became
an asset for city-states in need of finance,
Stasavage suggests that the long-run
implications were more ambiguous. City-
states with the best access to credit often
had the most closed and oligarchic
systems of representation, hindering their
ability to accept new economic
innovations. This eventually transformed

certain city-states from economic
dynamos into rentier republics. Exploring
the links between representation and debt
in medieval and early modern Europe,
States of Credit contributes to broad
debates about state formation and
Europe's economic rise.
States of Credit Routledge
One of the biggest debates in economic
history deals with the Great Divergence.
How can we explain that at a certain
moment in time (the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries) a certain part of the
world (the West) escaped from general
poverty and became much richer than it
had ever been before and than the rest of
the world? Many prominent scholars
discussed this question and came up with
many different answers. This book
provides a systematic analysis of the most
important of those answers by means of
an analysis of possible explanations in
terms of natural resources, labour, capital,
the division of labour and market
exchange, accumulation and innovation,
and as potential underlying determining
factors institutions and culture. The author
juxtaposes the views of economists / social
scientists and of global historians and

systematically compares Great Britain and
China to illustrate his position. He qualifies
the importance of natural resources,
accumulation and the extension of
markets, points at the importance of factor
prices and changes in consumption and
emphasizes the role of innovation,
institutions - in particular an active
developmental state - and culture.
Multicultural Origins of the Global
Economy' Princeton University Press
In a series of brief vignettes the authors
bring to life international trade and its
actors, and also demonstrate that
economic activity cannot be divorced from
social and cultural contexts. In the process
they make clear that the seemingly
modern concept of economic globalisation
has deep historical roots.
The Economies of Imperial China and
Western Europe Princeton University
Press
How religious barriers stalled capitalism in
the Middle East In the year 1000, the
economy of the Middle East was at least
as advanced as that of Europe. But by
1800, the region had fallen dramatically
behind—in living standards, technology,
and economic institutions. In short, the
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Middle East had failed to modernize
economically as the West surged ahead.
What caused this long divergence? And
why does the Middle East remain
drastically underdeveloped compared to
the West? In The Long Divergence, one of
the world's leading experts on Islamic
economic institutions and the economy of
the Middle East provides a new answer to
these long-debated questions. Timur
Kuran argues that what slowed the
economic development of the Middle East
was not colonialism or geography, still less
Muslim attitudes or some incompatibility
between Islam and capitalism. Rather,
starting around the tenth century, Islamic
legal institutions, which had benefitted the
Middle Eastern economy in the early
centuries of Islam, began to act as a drag
on development by slowing or blocking the
emergence of central features of modern
economic life—including private capital
accumulation, corporations, large-scale
production, and impersonal exchange. By
the nineteenth century, modern economic
institutions began to be transplanted to
the Middle East, but its economy has not
caught up. And there is no quick fix today.
Low trust, rampant corruption, and weak

civil societies—all characteristic of the
region's economies today and all legacies
of its economic history—will take
generations to overcome. The Long
Divergence opens up a frank and honest
debate on a crucial issue that even some
of the most ardent secularists in the
Muslim world have hesitated to discuss.
You Say You Want a Revolution? Open
Road + Grove/Atlantic
Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not
provides a striking new answer to the
classic question of why Europe
industrialised from the late eighteenth
century and Asia did not. Drawing
significantly from the case of India,
Prasannan Parthasarathi shows that in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the
advanced regions of Europe and Asia were
more alike than different, both
characterized by sophisticated and
growing economies. Their subsequent
divergence can be attributed to different
competitive and ecological pressures that
in turn produced varied state policies and
economic outcomes. This account breaks
with conventional views, which hold that
divergence occurred because Europe
possessed superior markets, rationality,

science or institutions. It offers instead a
groundbreaking rereading of global
economic development that ranges from
India, Japan and China to Britain, France
and the Ottoman Empire and from the
textile and coal industries to the roles of
science, technology and the state.
India, Modernity and the Great Divergence
Springer Nature
Why modern states and economies
developed in Europe first, and later in
India and China.
The Retreat of the Elephants BRILL
Why did sustained economic growth arise
in Europe rather than in China? The
authors combine economic theory and
historical evidence to argue that political
processes drove the economic divergence
between the two world regions, with
continued consequences today that
become clear in this innovative account.
Trade and Poverty Cambridge University
Press
The most significant debate in global
economic history over the past twenty
years has dealt with the Great Divergence,
the economic gap between different parts
of the world. Thus far, this debate has
focused on China, India and north-western
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Europe, particularly Great Britain. This
book shifts the focus to ask how Japan
became the only non-western county that
managed, at least partially, to modernize
its economy and start to industrialize in
the 19th century. Using a range of
empirical data, Peer Vries analyses the

role of the state in Japan's economic
growth from the Meiji Restoration to World
War II, and asks whether Japan's economic
success can be attributed to the rise of
state power. Asserting that the state's
involvement was fundamental in Japan's

economic 'catching up', he demonstrates
how this was built on legacies from the
previous Tokugawa period. In this book,
Vries deepens our understanding of the
Great Divergence in global history by re-
examining how Japan developed and
modernized against the odds.


